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AACC Highlights Telecommunications Sector Achievemtg with Afghanistan’s Minister of Communications

As part of its objective to promote investment iigianistan and business linkages between the USiiztes and
Afghanistan, as well as facilitate networking ofpaities for its members, AACC organized a recaptad dinner in
honor of Afghanistan’s Minister of CommunicationiBhis marked the first official visit of the new Mater to the
United States.

AACC Senior AdvispMrs. Mariam A. Nawabi, opened the event and ntitedelecommunications sector served a
a model for other sectors because the Afghan govemhenacted the right policies and programs tmpte private
sector participationAACC PresidentMr. Atiq Panjshiri, expressed his gratitude temvsponsors and reflected upo
the rapid changes the sector has experienced 20& He noted the importance of providing furtbenvice to the
Afghan populationSenior Telecommunications Advisor for the U.S. Embads Jim Craft, informed the audience
of the United States’ efforts to revive the Afglmmmunications industry.

Afghanistan’s Minister of Communicatigrii$.E. Amirzai Sangin delivered the keynote addees$s shared his
reflections on the enormous growth of the telecomications sector in Afghanistan sincg
the fall of the Taliban. Minister Sangin statedt tfese achievements are due to the
Government of Afghanistan creating an environmentcicive to investment and the
rapid mobilization of the private sector to provakrvice.

AACC Executive Vice-Presideir. Assad Mattin, concluded the reception and
emphasized the importance of the ICT sector to sudike economic growth, which is
necessary for the security and stability of Afglstéem and the international community.
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After the reception, an exclusive dinner was heldH.E. Minister Sangin. During the oty op
dinner, companies and distinguished guests weognrézed and a video presentation =
showcasing the developments of Afghanistan’s IGImenvas launched for the first time AFGHAN

in the U.S. AACC Chairman of the Boardir. Ajmal Ghani, facilitated a question and

answer session between Minister Sangin and gubtsGhani noted that the telecommunications sests a
success story and encouraged the Ministry of Conratians to reach out to more companies to continumprove
collaboration.

The event attracted over seventy participants frorparations, government agencies, and institutiotesested in
the development of Afghanistan’s telecommunicatieestor and related business opportunities. Major
corporations included Afghan Wireless Communicattammpany, Roshan, Lucent, GlobeComm Systems, Merizo
and Sprint/Nextel. Suppliers of telecommunicatiegaipment, as well as trade associations suchedsfitrmation
Technology Association of American and the BroadaadBoard of Governors, were represented. Orgtmiza
such as the Society of Afghan Engineers, multildiestitutions such as the World Bank, U.S. goveeniragencies
such as USTR and OPIC, and academic institutiocis as the American University of Afghanistan, glssticipated.
The Department of Defense, who is supporting ruatrmunications and energy infrastructure in Afghtams
facilitated the Minister’s trip and was represenggéthe event. Sponsors of the program includedCnter for
International Private Enterprise and USAID.

The Afghan-American Chamber of Commerce is an omgdiain that serves the business interests of italaes,
advocates for a free and open market economy ihafigtan, and builds U.S.-Afghan economic relatié¢#sCC is a
growing national organization that brings togetierideas and efforts of the many businesses a&rssica with a
stake in helping Afghanistan succeed. For morerimétion on AACC, please contact (703) 442-500Bfor@a-
acc.org AACC's website can be foundatvw.a-acc.org




