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During the past five years, Afghanistan has coroagivay to providing educational
opportunities to its youth. Under the tyranny o faliban, according to the World Bank
estimate there were only 774,000 boys were attgmstthool in 2001. In contrast, by
2003, 7,000 schools began operating in more 20imees educating 3 million boy and
1.2 million girls. Now with the beginning of theaemic year in March 2007, there are
more than 7 million boys and girls attending schindhfghanistan. These numbers
represent a remarkable improvement from the dalokthe Taliban. Indeed, more
Afghan children are in school today than at angptieriod in Afghanistan’s history.

On the other hand as one begin to look at educdtimeed of the country, the tremendous
gap between the need and availability of educdigmomes very apparent. Although
there seven million students who are attending@dioday, there are over seven million
additional children that are out of school. Theuynie is even bleaker for girls; for
instance, while in Kabul and Herat girls 58% anéc3& school age girls attend school,

in the Eastern and Southern provinces girls carstless than 20% of the students. In
the three southern provinces girl, enrollment drimps% in Khost, 5% in Helmand, and
3% in Zabul.

Although modest investments have been made in steamtion of the education physical
infrastructure, the need has outpaced the resour@esignificant manner. For instance,
although there roughly 9,000 schools in Afghanistess than one third have any
dedicated buildings, and one third of has no bagdvhere classes are held in open air or
under a tent.

The conditions for higher education are quite smiWhile the number of college
students has jumped from 4,000 all male studer26@i to 42,000 students — 20% are
women- less than 15% of the population has anysadoehigher education. This is one
of the lowest percentages in the world. The toperating budget of all colleges and
universities in Afghanistan is $16M, where 65%ltd funds are used to cover housing



and feeding the students. Therefore, less than B1§%ent per student per year. The need
for capital construction and instructional equipmisriremendous.

It is estimated that by 2014 there will be one imillhigh school graduates, but the
system is woefully under-funded to meet currentisdet alone addressing the long-term
requirements.

In the past 20 months there has been a new chellbag)the education sector is facing.
Since early 2005, the Taliban insurgency has begeampaign against schools in
Afghanistan. There have been numerous missilekattaxplosion, and burning of
schools. In 2006 there were more than 300 schbatsitere shut down because of the
Taliban attacks. Hundred of teachers have beeckatizand injured that have resulted in
several teachers being killed at these events. Igipuyp, after destroying economic
infrastructure and historical monuments of Afghtansncluding the Bamiyan Buddah
statue in the late 1990’s, now the Taliban arengyyto destroy one of the few remaining
assets of Afghanistan, namely its human capitalthespportunity for getting an
education..

Today, education is very critical in enhancing djuality of people’s lives everywhere in
the world. For instance, an additional year of edion for girls can reduce infant
mortality rate between 5 to 10 percent. Curremtfghanistan has one of the highest
infant morality rates in the world, and the illiey rate among women is roughly 86
percent. So girl education can have many posithegetal impacts beyond the very
obvious ones. Moreover, it is estimated that ctosg0 percent of the country’s
population is under the age of eighteen, which iegpihat Afghanistan has one of the
youngest populations in the world. Lack of adeqeahacational opportunity makes the
majority of the youth as potential recruits for ibah and other extreme elements.

Last year Oxfam had made a call on internationairoanity to invest US$ 563 million

to rebuild schools in Afghanistan, while the amooinfunds received from the developed
nations is roughly US$12 million per year. We héipe U.S. Congress and the
international community will listen to the plight the Afghan children and provide the
funding to assist the education in AfghanistansTihvestment will not only rebuild the
needed human infrastructure in Afghanistan, inisr¥estment in stability of the region.

Our plea to everyone in the West is let us helpytheh in Afghanistan realize their
dreams. The youth in Afghanistan are facing aaaitiork in the road.

They could be carrying PDA’s or Kalashnikovs. We caake a difference in this choice.
Let us not disappoint them!

Thank you



